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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

During the last meeting of the TRAN Committee before the summer break, we
welcomed the Slovenian Presidency who presented their main priorities for the
coming six months in the fields of transport and tourism. TRAN Members were
glad to hear that the Presidency will focus its efforts on promoting a European
recovery in both sectors while contributing to their digitalisation and
sustainability. The Presidency will focus on “Fit for 55” package that matches its
priorities of sustainability and resilience and, in particular, on its goal to promote
smart and sustainable transport infrastructure and zero carbon fuels. The Presidency will aim their efforts at supporting the
recovery of the tourism sector and at regaining customers’ trust in order to ensure safe, green, smart, responsible and
inclusive tourism. TRAN is as always looking forward to a fruitful and successful cooperation.

We also listened with a great interest to the experts who presented the current state of play in the EU tourism sector. It was
important, in particular, to assess the current situation of micro and SMEs as they were strongly affected by the COVID-19
crisis. During the exchange both stakeholders and Members agreed that the tourism sector urgently requires additional
measures for its relaunch, dedicated funding for the SMEs, a better coordination between Member States on the use of the
EU Digital COVID certificate, as well as restoring confidence in the EU travellers. With that in mind, I take this opportunity
to wish you a well-deserved summer break. Enjoy your vacation and travel safely!

In this edition...
Meeting on 12-13 July 2021
 Resilience of critical entities
 Measures for a high common level of cybersecurity across the Union, repealing Directive (EU) 2016/1148
 Budget 2022
 International Maritime Organisation: Feedback from the 103rd session of the Maritime Safety Committee and

the 76th session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee, Exchange of views with Director Magda
Kopczynska, DG MOVE

 Charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures
 Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Korea on certain aspects of air services
 Regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries, repealing Directive 2006/66/EC and amending

Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020
 Visit of the Slovenian Presidency: Mr Jernej Vrtovec, Minister for Infrastruture and Mr Zdravko Počivalšek,

Minister for Economic Development and Technology

Tourism Task Force update: Tourism Task Force meeting of 12 July 2021 on the situation in the EU Tourism Sector for the
2021 Summer Season: Exchange of views with Stakeholders from an SME Perspective
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Charging of heavy goods vehicles for the
use of certain infrastructures
Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from
interinstitutional negotiations
o Rapporteur: Giuseppe FERRANDINO (S&D)
o Responsible: TRAN

Result of the vote: 28 in favour, 21 against,
0 abstentions.

Agreement between the European Union
and the Republic of Korea on certain
aspects of air services
Vote on draft report
o Rapporteur: Dominique RIQUET (Renew)
o Responsible: TRAN
o Plenary: tbc

Result of the vote: 48 in favour, 1 against,
0 abstentions.

Resilience of critical entities
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Angel Dzhambazki (ECR)
o Vote in lead Committee (LIBE): 26-27 October 2021

Result of the vote: 48 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention.

Measures for a high common level of
cybersecurity across the Union, repealing
Directive (EU) 2016/1148
Vote on draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Jakop G. DALUNDE (Verts/ALE)
o Vote in lead Committee (ITRE): 14 October 2021

Result of the vote: 48 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention.

Budget 2022
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Isabel GARCÍA MUÑOZ (S&D)
o Responsible: BUDG
o Vote in TRAN: 27 September 2021

TRAN rapporteur on budget 2022, Ms Garcia-Munoz,
presented the draft opinion on the budget resolution.
She highlighted the crucial role budget 2022 will play in
the EU recovery process. Ms Garcia-Munoz insisted on
the importance of combining efficiently all available
financial instruments to boost the recovery and foster
smart mobility. This evolution should be socially fair,

include proper training for the sector’s workers and
take into account the needs of peripheral regions and
islands. The rapporteur also reiterated TRAN request
for the creation of a dedicated budget line for tourism
with a view to better reflect the importance of this
sector in the EU economy and its needs in the
aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis.

The shadow rapporteurs saluted Ms Garcia-Munoz’s
openness and good cooperation on this file. They
supported the rapporteur’s request on tourism and
underlined the importance of proper funding of
structural projects such as the TEN-T core and
comprehensive networks, which are key in fostering
EU cohesion and connectivity across the Union.
Shadow rapporteurs also mentioned the importance of
road safety and air pollution monitoring, and
welcomed the possibility of a reassessment of pilot
projects and preparatory actions offered by the
Commission this year.

The Commission representative, Ms Cuadra Garcia,
welcomed the draft opinion and indicated that,
indeed, a large range of financial instruments, in
particular the Connecting Europe Facility, would be
used in 2022 to foster recovery. In that regard,
preparatory work was ongoing and the new executive
agency - CINEA - was planning to launch its first calls
for proposals as early as September. Ms Cuadra Garcia
also highlighted the importance of proper funding of
transport agencies.

The provisional planning foresees adoption of the
Parliament’s reading of the draft budget in the plenary
on 18 October and adoption of the budget around the
22 November following the conciliation period.

Regulation concerning batteries and waste
batteries, repealing Directive 2006/66/EC
and amending Regulation (EU) No
2019/1020
Consideration of draft opinion
o Rapporteur: Ismail ERTUG (S&D)
o Responsible: ENVI
o Vote in TRAN: 15 November 2021

Mr Danielson, the coordinator of S&D, substituted the
Rapporteur and presented the draft opinion on the
Regulation Concerning Batteries and Waste Batteries
supporting the proposal and the idea to set standards
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for batteries while expecting those standards to
influence the global battery market and not just the EU
one. The Rapporteur requested to introduce stronger
due diligence and to extend it to all battery producers,
to introduce a new category of batteries for light
means of transport as they should be treated
differently from other portable batteries, to increase
waste battery collection target and recycling targets
for cobalt, lithium, nickel and copper, which would be
crucial in creating the circular economy and making EU
less dependent on third countries. The Rapporteur also
supported, in his opinion, realistic target for the
recycling content foreseen in the draft regulation.

The Members welcomed the opinion and presented
further suggestions relating to a need for clearer
definitions of specific battery categories, increased
targets for primary materials, enhancing the
requirements of transparency and information on
batteries, including used vehicle batteries, especially as
far as it concerns the remaining lifetime and the total
life-cycle emissions of batteries, creation of common
interface for batteries as well as critical transport
infrastructure, and requested to make the regulation
more open for possible future developments, in
particular related to raw materials.

The representatives from Commission stressed the
importance of sustainability in the whole battery chain
and explained the choices made in the proposal for the
regulation. They also presented plans to present
related legislation and expressed hope for fruitful
cooperation.

International Maritime Organisation:
Feedback from the 103rd session of the
Maritime Safety Committee and the 76th
session of the Marine Environment
Protection Committee, Exchange of views
with Director Magda Kopczynska, DG MOVE

The TRAN committee held an exchange of views with
Director Magda Kopczynska, on the feedback from two
sessions of the International Maritime Organisation:
the 103rd session of the Maritime Safety Committee
(MSC) that met remotely on 10-14 May, and the 76th

session of the Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC), held remotely on 10-17 June.

Regarding the MSC 103, the discussion was mainly
focused on autonomous ships, seafarers, and lost
containers. On autonomous ships, the meeting was the
end of the completion of scoping exercises to prepare
the legal framework for ships of the future. The
committee will now examine possible new legal
instrument to regulate autonomous ships. About
seafarers, the MSC focused on promoting the safety of
seafarers and their vaccination. The resolution
recognises the need to take into account foreign
seafarers in vaccination programmes. The issue of lost
containers was also discussed at the request of the EU.

At the MEPC 76, technical and operational measures to
reduce carbon intensity of international shipping
taking effect from 2023 (EEXI, CII and SEEMP) were
adopted. The EU has presented a unified front, pushing
discussions with Members States within this IMO
Committee, about an ambitious reduction target for
2026. However, most delegations favoured a low
reduction target of 11% until 2026. They further
adopted a prohibition on the use and carriage for use
as fuel of heavy fuel oil by ships in Arctic waters, and a
ban on cybutryne in anti-fouling systems. Many points
were however not addressed because of the greatly
reduced format of the remote meetings, and were
postponed to MEPC 77.

Visit of the Slovenian Presidency: -Mr Jernej
Vrtovec, Minister for Infrastructure and
Mr Zdravko Počivalšek, Minister for
Economic Development and Technology

Mr Jernej Vrtovec, Minister for Infrastructure,
responsible for transport, and Mr Zdravko Počivalšek,
Minister for Economic Development and Technology,
responsible for tourism, presented priorities of the
Presidency and stressed the importance of dialogue
and cooperation with EU institutions and Member
States. Given the situation, the Presidency under the
slogan “Together. Resilient. Europe” will focus on
promoting a European recovery in transport and
tourism sectors, while contributing to their resilience,
sustainability and digitalisation.
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The Presidency considers transport one of the key
sectors in achieving climate and energy goals, now
reinforced by “Fit for 55” package, and will focus its
efforts on two interlinked priorities: e-mobility and
alternative fuels. The Presidency will center on
infrastructural aspects related to alternative and zero
emission fuels for transport, especially for aviation and
maritime transport, as well as coordination of policy
sectors discussed in the package. In September, it will
host transport and energy ministers in an informal
meeting dedicated to those questions. Concerning the
European Year of Rail the Minister emphasised that the
competiveness of rail also depends on its speed and on
efficient connections among all European cities. The
Presidency is prepared to work on Trans-European
Transport Network (TEN-T) review, intelligent
transport systems and urban mobility, all expected to
be published in the second half of the year. The
Presidency is starting a trilogue on the Single European
Sky and will work towards an agreement in trilogue on
the Hired Vehicles.

In case of tourism, the Presidency trusts that the EU
Digital COVID certificate, standardisation of sanitary
protocols, clear information, data sharing, and
predictability contributes to restoring consumer
confidence, thus revitalising travel flows and
competiveness of the tourism market. The current
crisis is also an opportunity for reorganisation and
long-term development of the European tourism. In
order to make tourism safe, green, smart, inclusive and
responsible the Presidency will focus on 3 priorities:
recovery, restoration and resilience of the tourism
ecosystem and developing European tourism for new
era; green, smart, responsible, sustainable tourism,
enabling long-term growth and competitiveness, and
European tourism identity; continued work on the
European Agenda for Tourism 2030/2050 setting a
medium and long-term strategy. The Presidency will
support creation of the first EU tourism data

dashboard. In November, it will host an informal
meeting of EU tourism ministers and European tourism
forum 2021.
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During the debate, many Members took the floor,
wishing the Slovenian Presidency good luck in
accomplishing their agenda and raising a broad range
of topics including: the situation with regards to ETS,
the aviation sector, air passengers rights, TEN-T, the
European year of Rail, measures to protect citizens and
restore trust while allowing for connectivity and
mobility, modal shift and decarbonisation of transport,
sustainable alternative fuels, working conditions of
transport workers, and specific recovery and support
measures for transport and tourism sectors.

Tourism Task Force meeting of 12 July 2021
“The situation in the EU Tourism Sector for the
2021 Summer Season: Exchange of views
with Stakeholders from an SME Perspective”

Members held an exchange of views with experts,
within the framework of the Tourism Task Force
meetings, to assess the current state of play of the
situation in the EU Tourism Sector for the 2021
Summer Season. The aim of this exchange was
twofold – to take stock of the current situation for
micro and SMEs in the tourism sector, firstly to
understand how the SMEs that survived the crisis cope
with keeping their business afloat in the middle of the
second summer season under the shadow of the

Tourism Task Force update
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pandemic; and secondly, thoughts as to what more
ought to be done at the EU level.

TRAN Chair welcomed the following experts:
• Mr Eric Drésin, Secretary General of ECTAA (the
umbrella organisation of travel agents and tour
operators across Europe);
• Mr Antonio Barreca, Director General, of
Federturismo (Italian National Federation of the Travel
and Tourism Industry);
• Mr Kristjan Bragason, General Secretary of EFFAT
(European Federation of Food, Agriculture, and
Tourism Trade Unions, also representing domestic
workers);
• Ms Solene Flahault, Head of Aero-political Affairs of
ERA (European Regions Airlines Association).

All the speakers pointed out the following main
problems:
• COVID-19 had dramatic impacts on the tourism
sector, causing a significant drop in international
tourism arrivals and receipts, which induced income
and job losses for tourism-dependent regions.
• Post-pandemic travellers are willing to travel again
but they are concerned about the lack of uniformity of
protocols within Member States.
• Travel mindset has changed due to the pandemic. A
long-lasting change in travelling patterns might be
expected: preference for less crowded destinations,
off season travelling, and a more positive attitude
towards sustainability and transformative travel. On
the eve of the summer season, it could be expected
that small destinations, rural centres and sea
destinations will become the target of 2021 tourism
flows.
• EU Digital COVID-19 Certificate may represent an
important instrument to restore travellers ‘confidence.
Its efficiency and impact on intra-European tourism
flows will only be seen after 2021 summer season.
• On the long-term the tourism industry needs to
transform and become more digital and sustainable.

The Members took active part in the debate. During
this exchange both the stakeholders and the Members
agreed that the tourism sector requires urgently:
- For additional measures to relaunch tourism in
Europe and to help businesses survive the COVID-19
crisis;
- Enabling SMEs to access EU funding especially to
invest for skills and new competences;

- Restore confidence in EU travellers, they must get
clearer information;
- Better coordination, between the Member States, on
the EU Digital COVID-19 Certificate utilisation;
- Direct and dedicated financial support;
- Consider the establishment of a European Tourism
Agency which could end up with an ad hoc budget line
- A clear path towards a genuine EU policy on
sustainable tourism;
- On the aviation sector: the experts mentioned very
specific legislation that in their view would need to be
revised, such as the Travel package directive and EU
Reg. 261 on air passenger rights during the crisis.

The experts expressed their gratitude to TRAN
committee and TTF Members for the strong support
received during this pandemic to the Tourism sector.
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda

Wednesday 1 September 2021, 9.00-11.00, 11.00-12.00 (coordinators’ meeting) and 16.45-18.45 and
Thursday 2 September 2021, 9.00-12.00

 Vote on budgetary amendments for Budget 2022
 Consideration of amendments on Digital Services Act and on Digital Markets Act
 Visit of TEN-T Coordinator
 Presentation by the Commission on “Fit for 55 package”
 Presentation by the Commission on the CEF work programme 2021-2023
 Scrutiny: DA on Slot Relief - temporary extension of exceptional measures
 Tourism task force meeting on enhancing skills: how to improve skillsets across the tourism

industry

TRAN Committee meetings 2021
Please note that all dates are still to be confirmed depending on room and interpretation resources.

Monday 27/09/2021 13.45-15.45
Wednesday 27/10/2021 9.00-12.00, 13.45-15.45 and 16.15-18.15

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
TRAN Calendar 2021: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/217289/TRAN-calendar-2021.pdf
Policy Department Publication in the EP: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Slovenian Presidency of the Council: https://slovenian-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©
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